CLASSROOM RESOURCES

DOES RELIGION CAUSE ALL WARS?
This segment comes from EPISODE 1: WAR + PEACE.
From Jesus’ command to “love your enemies” to the idea of “holy war” is a giant leap. Yet from the
Old Testament through to the Crusades and the inquisitions, Christian history is full of violence. Has
Christianity been a major contributor to war? This segment tackles the popular belief that religion has
caused all, or most, of the wars of history.

THEME QUESTION
Mark on the line your level of agreement or disagreement with the following statement: “Religion has
caused all the wars of history.”

Disagree

Agree

ENGAGE
1.

Think about disagreements and conflicts you have had with friends, family members and
classmates over the last year. Write a list of common reasons for conflict to arise:

•
•
•
•
•

2. Compare your list with another student, and discuss the common themes.
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UNDERSTAND AND EVALUATE
WATCH the segment: “Does religion cause all wars?” (cpx.video/violence)

1.

The video segment opens with a quote from the French philosopher Voltaire: “Those who make you
believe absurdities, can make you commit atrocities.” In your own words, explain what Voltaire
meant by this.

2. Outline the point being made by these graphics from the video.

3. Justine Toh states that “the human capacity for brutality is vast”. What is your reaction to this
statement?
4. In one sentence, summarise the argument that this segment makes about human violence.

BIBLE FOCUS
READ Psalm 14:2-3 and 1 John 1:8-9.
1.

What do these verses say about the state of all humans? To what extent do you agree with this?

2. With these verses in mind, should we be surprised when people act in an immoral or sinful manner?
3. What hope do these verses give for humanity?

CLASSROOM RESOURCES 2

DOES RELIGION CAUSE ALL WARS?

APPLY
1.

Read the following quote from Christopher Hitchens from his 2007 best-selling book God Is Not
Great, and write a short response to these words, based on the content in the video segment.

2. Mark on the line your level of agreement or disagreement now with the following statement:
“Religion has caused all the wars of history.” Has your opinion changed since the beginning of the
lesson?

Disagree

Agree

3. Russian writer Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn wrote:

a. How does this quote support the conclusion of the video segment?
b. From your personal experience, do you agree with this quote? Why or why not?

EXTEND
1.

Read this article from CPX Fellow Michael Bird, “Ending religion won’t end the conflict” (cpx.video/
conflict). Imagine you have the opportunity to ask Michael Bird 3-5 questions to clarify or expand on
the points he makes in his article. What would you ask?

Contributors: Renee Gowing, Anna Grummitt, Simon Smart, Natasha Moore.
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